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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1-6, 21-22, 29-33, 48-49, 56-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Heijboer et al, WO 83/02349, in view of Eid et al, US Patent 
7,177,432 B2, and further in view of Wilson et al, 5,854,902. (Reference WO 83/02349 
has been cited in IDS filed 5/5/06 by applicant.) 

Re Claim 1 , Heijboer et al disclose a subliminal audio burglar deterrent system 
( abstract ), comprising: a playback system operable to broadcast audible sounds I page 
2, lines 7-11 ), the playback system including at least one loudspeaker, a signal 
amplifier, and a signal source ( page 1. lines 24-27 ): media operably compatible with the 
playback system (page 1. lines 24-27 ): wherein the media includes at least one 
prerecorded dynamic audio signal, not consciously perceivable ( page 1. lines 24-27 ) , 
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operably configured to simulate the presence of at least one person or animal in a 
space being protected ( page 1. lines 27-32 ): wherein the at least one prerecorded 
dynamic audio signal is recorded at a recording level that is relatively high as compared 
to the ambient background noise ( page 1. lines 27-32 ): and wherein application of the 
subliminal audio burglar deterrent system has a subliminal effect on a listener so as to 
dissuade the listener from committing a burglary in the space being protected ( page 1. 
lines 16-19 ): but fails to disclose wherein the at least one prerecorded dynamic audio 
signal further includes being capable of reproduction with maximum realism on a 
conventional sound reproduction system, which may be hidden or at least unobtrusive, 
being recorded utilizing primarily midrange and high audible frequencies with no 
compression of the at least one audio signal for maximum realism, being monaurally 
recorded for optimum concentration of sound dispersal. However, Eid et al does ( col. 7, 
lines 28-30; col. 8, lines 4-12 ). 

Heijboer et al and Eid et al fails to disclose being capable of endless playback 
with no perceived periods of silence greater than 10 seconds in length. However, 
Wilson et al does ( col. 75. lines 5-27 ). 

Taking the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al as a 
whole, one skilled in the art would have found it obvious to modify the subliminal audio 
burglar deterrent system (abstract ), comprising: a playback system operable to 
broadcast audible sounds ( page 2, lines 7-11 ). the playback system including at least 
one loudspeaker, a signal amplifier, and a signal source ( page 1. lines 24-27 ): media 
operably compatible with the playback system ( page 1. lines 24-27 ): wherein the media 
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includes at least one prerecorded dynamic audio signal, not consciously perceivable 
( page 1. lines 24-27 ). operably configured to simulate the presence of at least one 
person or animal in a space being protected ( paae 1. lines 27-32 ): wherein the at least 
one prerecorded dynamic audio signal is recorded at a recording level that is relatively 
high as compared to the ambient background noise ( page 1. lines 27-32 ): and wherein 
application of the subliminal audio burglar deterrent system has a subliminal effect on a 
listener so as to dissuade the listener from committing a burglary in the space being 
protected ( paae 1. lines 16-19 ) of Heijboer et al with wherein the at least one 
prerecorded dynamic audio signal further includes being capable of reproduction with 
maximum realism on a conventional sound reproduction system, which may be hidden 
or at least unobtrusive, being recorded utilizing primarily midrange and high audible 
frequencies with no compression of the at least one audio signal for maximum realism, 
being monaurally recorded for optimum concentration of sound dispersal as taught in 
Eid et al ( col. 7. lines 28-30: col. 8. lines 4-12 ) with being capable of endless playback 
with no perceived periods of silence greater than 1 0 seconds in length as taught in 
Wilson et al ( col. 75. lines 5-27 ) so the system can produce sounds at different 
frequency levels and so that the system can produce back to back sound effects to 
continually scare of an attempt burglary. 

Re Claim 2, the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al 
disclose the invention according to claim 1 wherein the media is a compact disk (CD) 
( Eidetal. col. 7. lines 31-34 ). 
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Re Claim 3, the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al 
disclose the invention according to claim 1 wherein the subliminal effect is achieved by 
recording the at least one prerecorded dynamic audio signal in a rhythm so as to 
engage the listener's mind unconsciously so as to create fear and trepidation ( Heijboer 
etal. page 1. lines 16-19 ). 

Re Claim 4, the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al 
disclose the invention according to claim 1 but fails to disclose wherein the subliminal 
effect is achieved by playback of at least one man's voice having a deep and serious 
tone. 

However, such limitation is the inventor's preference thus it would have been 
obvious for the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al to modify 
subliminal audio burglar deterrent system with playback of at least one man's voice 
having a deep and serious tone for the motivation of scaring off a potential burglar. 

Re Claim 5, the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al 
disclose the invention according to claim 1 wherein the at least one prerecorded 
dynamic audio signal contains recordings of household noises ( Heiiboer et al. page 1. 
lines 27-32 ). 

Re Claim 6, the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al 
disclose the invention according to claim 5 wherein the household noises comprise at 
least one of the following: sounds of a vacuum cleaner { Heijboer et al. page 1. lines 27- 
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Re Claim 21, the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al 
disclose the invention according to claim 1 but fails to disclose wherein the at least one 
prerecorded dynamic audio signal contains recordings of workplace noises. 

However, such limitation is the inventor's preference thus it would have been 
obvious for the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al to modify 
subliminal audio burglar deterrent system with prerecorded dynamic audio signal 
containing recordings of workplace noises for the motivation of scaring off a potential 
burglars in an office environment. 

Re Claim 22, the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al 
disclose the invention according to claim 21 wherein the workplace noises comprise at 
least one of the following: sounds of at least one person's footsteps { Heijboer et al, oaoe 
1. lines 27-32 ). 

Claim 29 has being analyzed and rejected according to claim 1. 
Claim 30 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 3. 
Claim 31 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 4. 
Claim 32 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 5. 
Claim 33 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 6. 
Claim 48 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 21 . . 
Claim 49 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 22. 
Re Claim 56, the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al 
disclose the invention according to claim 1 , wherein the media also includes at least one 
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prerecorded audio signal that is consciously perceivable by a listener ( Heiiboer et al. 
abstract ). 

Re Claim 57, the combined teachings of Heijboer et al, Eid et al and Wilson et al 
disclose the invention according to claim 56, wherein the at least one consciously 
perceivable prerecorded audio signal contains content that is deterrent in nature to an 
intruder ( Heiiboer et al. page 1. lines 27-32 ). 

Claim 58 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 56. 

Claim 59 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 57. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George C. Monikang whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1 190. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. alt Fri. Off 7:30am-5:00pm 
(est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chin Vivian can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

George Monikang 5/10/2007 
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